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Hi All –
 
This is information sent out yesterday to the Delegates Table -  for the rule-making process to adopt
 new human health-based criteria and implementation tools.  Our first Policy Forum meeting is
 Monday from 9-4.  Hope as many as possible of you can attend, as I want to introduce you to the
 attendees.  If you are not there I will still let them know that you will be part of the resource team
 for this rule-making. 
 
At this first meeting I will be presenting information on (1) scenarios we will use throughout the
 process to illustrate regulatory issues and (2) a tentative line-up of issues for the next 7 meetings,
 and Kasia and I will lead a discussion of how economics are considered in state rule-making (Kasia)
 and how we can consider economics in criteria and WQS development (me).  Matt -  I’d like to touch
 base with you on this today or tomorrow.
 
Please give me a call or e-mail with any questions.  I will be setting up a conference call sometime in
 the first half of November to discuss the tentative schedule in much more detail (I will send the
 more detailed list out before the call) – know you will have feedback and suggestions.
 
Thanks everyone,
 
Cheryl
 
 
 
________________________________________________________

Cheryl A. Niemi 
Surface Water Quality Standards Specialist 
Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia  WA  98504 
360.407.6440 
cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov

 

From: Gildersleeve, Melissa (ECY) 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 12:21 PM
To: Bruce Rawls Spokane County ; Carl Schroeder Association of Washington Cities ; David Steele Pacific
 Coast Shellfish Growers ; Don Hurst Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation ; Heather
 Kibbey City of Everett ; James Slape Jr Nisqually Tribe ; Johan Hellman Washington Public Ports
 Association ; John Stuhlmiller Washington Farm Bureau ; Nina Bell NW Environmental Advocates; Paul
 Lumley Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission ; Paul McCollum Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe ;
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Surface Water Quality Standards 
Delegate’s Table and Policy Forum 


October 29, 2012  
 


9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 


Agenda (tentative)  


Time Topic Speaker 


9:00 a.m. 


Logistics Susan Braley 


Welcome Kelly Susewind 


Orientation:  


 Process Overview  


 Contractor for Policy Forum 


Melissa 
Gildersleeve / 
Becca Conklin 


9:30 a.m. 


Delegates Table: Introductions and concerns of represented 
community. 


Delegates  


Agency Introductions (staff and staff expertise) Cheryl Niemi  


10:30 a.m. Q & A: Open forum with all attendees after delegate’s discussion. Susan Braley 


10:45 a.m. 


Update: 


 SMS Rule making 


 Fish Consumption Rate Technical Report 


Martha 
Hankins 


Update: 


 Toxics Reduction Initiative 
Carol Kraege 


11:15 a.m. Q & A: Open forum with all attendees after delegate’s discussion. Susan Braley 


11:30 a.m. Policy Forum:  Future Agendas Cheryl Niemi  


12:00 p.m. LUNCH  


1:00 p.m. Q & A: Open forum with all attendees after delegate’s discussion. Susan Braley 


1:30 p.m. 


Draft Scenarios 


 Introduction of four scenarios used to work through various 
criteria and implementation alternatives. 


Cheryl Niemi 


Economic Work for the Rule 
Cheryl Niemi / 
Kasia Patora  


3:00 p.m. Q & A: Open forum with all attendees after delegate’s discussion. Susan Braley 


4:00 p.m.  Close Policy Forum Susan Braley 


 








Surface Water Quality Standards 
Delegate’s Table and Policy Forum 


Draft Agendas for Future Policy Forums 


 


Policy Forum 1: October 29, 2012  


 Orientation to Process 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Introductions: Delegates and Staff 


 Schedule of future Policy Forum topics 


 Draft discharge scenarios for use in Policy Forum discussions 


 Cost Benefit Analysis – Administrative Procedures Act and Clean Water Act considerations 


Policy Forum 2: December 10, 2012 (tentative) 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Current status of human health criteria in Washington 


 Scope of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 


 Finalized scenarios and discharge permit alternatives under current regulations 


(implementation tools) 


Policy Forum 3  


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Human health criteria: formulas and inputs (fish consumption rate, risk level, duration of 


exposure, body weight, etc.) 







 Risk levels – what they are, their history, and how they change the criteria 


 A comparison of levels of protection provided by some different regulatory programs (state and 


federal) 


 Scenarios – how changing the risk level changes the scenario outcomes 


Policy Forum 4 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Identify criteria chemicals and options 


 Specific chemical issues:  methylmercury, arsenic, and PCBs 


 Scenarios – how specific changes and analytical approaches for methylmercury, arsenic, and 


PCBs change the scenario outcomes 


 Waterbody variances 


Policy Forum 5 


 CWA human health criteria and Washington Department of Health fish advisories 


 Chemicals of concern in Washington 


 Levels of protection - Carcinogens and non-carcinogens – science and policy issues 


 Can a reference dose drive the criteria for a carcinogenic chemical? 


 Scenarios – effect of criteria changes on PCB discharge scenarios, effect of different 303(d) 


listing approaches on scenario outcomes 


Policy Forum 6 


 Sources of toxics in Washington waters  


 Sources of fish and Clean Water Act coverage 


 Inputs to criterion calculation: uncertainty and compounded conservatism 


 Review from Policy Forum #2:  A comparison of levels of protection provided by some different 


regulatory programs (state and federal) 







 Scenarios:  detectable levels of human health criteria chemicals in effluent for selected 


discharge types, and reasonable potential determination for these discharges using different 


mixing zone assumptions 


Policy Forum 7 


 Science and policy discussion related to human health criteria 


 Fish consumption rates - policy choices and regional data 


 Other state’s fish consumption rates 


 Review:  Scope of the CWA 


 Environmental Justice issues 


 Tribal Treaty Rights  


 Scenarios:  How different policy choices on fish consumption effect criteria calculation and 


scenario outcomes. 


Future Policy Forum Agendas (as needed) 


 Specific input from delegates  


 Scenarios:  How these approaches affect scenario outcomes 


 What is likely to be in the draft proposed rules:  Discussion of most likely risk management 


directions for human health criteria CR-102 draft rule and most likely direction for 


implementation tools CR-102 draft rule. 


 







 Sandra Kilroy King County 
Cc: Conklin, Becca (ECY); Niemi, Cheryl (ECY); 'Courtney Barnes'; David Troutt Nisqually Tribe ; Dianne
 Barton Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission ; Gary Chandler; Josh Weiss State Association of
 Counties ; Ken Johnson; Margaret Barrette Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers ; Rory O’Rourke Port Gamble
 S’Klallam Tribe 
Subject: First Surface Water Quality Standards Delegate’s Table and Policy Forum - October 29, 2012
 
Dear Delegates to the Water Quality Policy Forum
 
The first Surface Water Quality Standards Delegate’s Table and Policy Forum is scheduled for
 October 29, 2012.  The Delegate’s Table is convening its first meeting in Lacey at the Ecology

 Headquarters building.  The agenda for the October 29th Policy Forum is attached, as is the
 draft overview for future Policy Forum agendas.
 
Delegate’s Table Information:

·         Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

·         Location: Lacey Headquarters building (directions)
o   Room R0A-32/34/36

 
For more information on the Policy Forum, please visit
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/hhcpolicyforum.html.
 
 
Cheryl Niemi, water quality standards toxics lead, presented an overview on human health
 criteria on August 28, 2012 which is helpful to set the context for our discussions.  To watch
 this informative video presentation, go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDxeIeZZ8wg.
 
To find out more on the current Surface Water Quality Standards rulemakings, see
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/Currswqsruleactiv.html.
 
Please contact Becca Conklin (swqs@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6413) with any logistical
 questions.
 
See you on Monday and thank you for agreeing to participate. - Melissa
 
 
Melissa Gildersleeve, Section Manager, Water Quality, Department of Ecology 360-407-6461
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
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